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How the incidence of the old rates of assessment had affected the progress of the subdivision, or whether it had prospered otherwise under British rule, cannot be discovered from the Report; but from the difference between the areas in Cols. 3 and 6 there was evidently ample room for expansion of cultivation.
PIMPALNER
The subdivision of Pimpalner, with the petty divisions of the Mahalkaris of Jaikheda, and Abhona, were experimentally settled in 1869, and the rate for all three reported for confirmation to Government in. 1870 in one Eeport. On the raising of Nasik into a full Collectorate the two petty divisions were transferred to it, and an account of the revision of their assessment has accordingly been given in treating of that Collectorate. The present description will therefore be confined, as far as possible, to Pimpalner alone.
It lies partly above and partly below the Sahyadri range, the petty division of Navapura being in the latter position on the road to Surat, from which it is separated by the Guikvar's Mahal of Songadh. On the north it is bounded by Nandurbar and the Taptee and JSTesu rivers, on the east by the petty division of Mzampur, and on the south by Jaikheda, from which it is separated by the Sailbdri hills. Communication with Navapura and the low country of Gujarat is by the Kundaibari pass, down which there is a metalled road. It contained 222 villages, inclusive of those in ISTavapura. Four villages were alienated in Pimpalner, and of the 141 nominally in Navapura, 50 were mere names, as their boundaries were unknown, 60 more were held on leases from 1864, 2 were alienated, 13 were only circuit-surveyed in order to fix their boundaries, and 16, in which the plough-tax system was in force, were surveyed in detail. The last were along the road towards Surat. The part of Pimpalner above the Ghats had 81 villages, 79 under Government management and 2 alienated, into one of which a settlement was introduced. Of the 81 villages 56 paid revenue on a liyJia rate and 25 on the plough-tax system. The total number to be settled was thus 95, inclusive of the 16 measured in detail in Navapura; but,